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DETAILED ACTION 

This Office Action is in response to amendment filed October 26, 2005. Claims 1-9 are 
presented for further examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Mondrosch et al. (hereinafter "Mond", US Patent 5,379,031). 

As per claim 1, Mond discloses a method for posting a message on a message 
list accessible to a plurality of processors, said method comprising: 

• Selecting a new-message slot (column 5, lines 24-26, 31 -38); 

• Placing said message in said new-message slot (column 5, lines 33-34, 61-64). 

• Modifying said new-message slot to specify an intended recipient of said 
message, said intended recipient being selected from said plurality of 
processors (column 5, lines 31-36, 61-64, column 6, lines 30-35). 
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As per claim 2, Mond discloses the method of claim 1 further comprising inserting 
said new-message slot into said message list, said message list including a first 
existing-message slot having a pointer to a second existing-message slot (column 4, 
lines 20-24, 46-50). 

As per claim 3, Mond further discloses the method of claim 2 wherein inserting 
said new-message slot into said message list comprises setting a first pointer on said 
new-message slot to point to said first existing-message slot and a second pointer on 
said new-message slot to point to said second existing message-slot (column 5, lines 
40-49). 

As per claim 4, Mond discloses the method of claim 3 wherein inserting said 
new-message slot into said message list further comprises setting said pointer 
associated with said first existing-message slot to point to said new-message slot 
(column 6, lines 60-67) 

As per claim 5, Mond discloses the method of claim 1 wherein modifying said 
new-message slot to specify an intended recipient comprises modifying a destination 
mask associated with said new-message slot, said destination mask including 
information specifying all intended recipients of said message (column 3, lines 23-30). 
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As per claim 6, Mond further discloses the method of claim 5 wherein modifying said 
destination mask comprises 

• Selecting, from a plurality of constituent data-elements of said destination mask, 
each of said constituent data-elements corresponding to one of said processors from 
said plurality of processors, a selected data-element corresponding to a selected 
processor (column 3, lines 23-30); 

• Modifying said selected data-element to indicate that said selected 
processor is an intended recipient (column 4, lines 18-25). 

As per claim 7, Mond discloses the method of claim 1 further comprising 
updating a message directory to indicate the presence of said new-message slot in said 
message list, said message directory being accessible to said plurality of processors 
(column 6, lines 49-55). 

As per claim 8, Mond discloses the method of claim 7 wherein updating said 
message directory comprises updating an attention mask containing information 
indicative of which processors from said plurality of processors are intended recipients 
of messages contained in said message list (column 5, lines 7-17)). 

As per claim 9, Mond discloses the method of claim 7 wherein updating said 
attention mask comprises: 

• Selecting from a plurality of constituent data-elements of said attention 
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mask, each of said constituent data-elements corresponding to one of said 
processors from said plurality of processors, a selected data-element corresponding 
to a selected processor (column 4, lines 25-30); 
• Modifying said selected data-element to indicate existence of a new message for 
which said selected processor is an intended recipient (column 4, lines 28-33). 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's argument has been considered but is moot in view of the new ground(s) of 
rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Barbara N. Burgess whose telephone number is (571 ) 
272-3996. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:00am-4:00pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Ettinene can be reached on (571) 272-4001 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Barbara N Burgess 

Examiner 

Art Unit 2157 

January 9, 2006 



